
 
                                                             
     

    
 
 
 
A CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE 
TOWNSHIP HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY 
STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY, MAY 18,  2010 AT 7:11PM.  
 
1) ROLL CALL      PRESENT  ABSENT 
 

Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed    (West Ward) ____X____  Arrived@7:33PM 
Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt, V. Pres.       (At-Large) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Tency A. Eason       (North Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton     (At-Large) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Lisa Y. Perkins     (East Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large) ____X____  ____________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr.   (South Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Council President 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Marable had a quorum. 

  
           ALSO PRESENT   
 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk   ____X____  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                        _________                 ____X____ 
           Louis Childress, Jr., Assistant City Attorney ____X____  _________ 
 John F. Mason, Business Administrator  ____X____  _________ 

Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office   ____X____  _________  
        
 PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 SPECIAL NOTICE:  Please be apprised anyone wishing to discuss Agenda or General 
 Items shall sign one (1) book.  There will be two (2) columns in the book, one (1) for 
 Agenda Items and one (1) for General Issues.  Each person signing the book will check 
 Agenda Items or General   Issues.   If they check only Agenda Items or General Issues, 
 they will be allowed to speak for five (5) minutes.  If they check General Issues and 
 Agenda Items, they will be allowed to speak for ten (10) minutes. 
 

2) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., “Sunshine 
Law” has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in 
The Orange Transcript on July 9, 2009, posted on the Bulletin Board in City Hall and filed 
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3) MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
Boy Scout Troop 4749 of St. Matthew AME Church - Hon. Donna K. Williams  
 
Councilwoman Williams began by apprising the Council and Citizens that the Boy 
Scout attendance at tonight’s meeting was in part to fulfill their civic commitment for 
the month of May.  Councilwoman Williams invited Scout Master Coppock of Troop 
4749 to the podium.  She asked that he share with everyone about Troop 4749, as it 
relates to their goals and why they’re present at this Council Meeting.   
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Scout Master Darwin Coppock of Troop 4749, of St. Matthew AME Church began by 
thanking the Council for allowing the troops to sit in on the Council Meeting.  Mr. 
Coppock stated that there are several merit badges that the troops can earn by 
attending this meeting and one of them is the “Citizenship In Community”, which is a 
requirement for the Eagle Scout badge.  He stated that only one percent of the boy 
scouts ever receive the Eagle Scout rank and by having them attend the Council 
Meeting it helps to fulfill their Civic Duty.   Mr. Coppock stated that this is the first 
opportunity they’ve had to attend a City Council Meeting.  He stated that the troops 
will be active in the community beginning with the East Ward Clean Up Day.  Mr. 
Coppock stated that the troops will also have the opportunity to visit Washington and 
sit in on Congress, which is only the start to that much more to come. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked Mr. Coppock how someone could contact him if they 
wanted the troops to participate in a civic duty. 
 
Mr. Coppock in response stated if there is anything the boy scouts can do that is of a 
civic nature, please feel free to call St. Matthew’s Church at 973-678-1217 and leave a 
message for St. Matthew’s Boy Scouts. He stated that someone will be sure to return the 
call. 
 
Councilwoman Williams thanked Mr. Coppock for taking the time to bring the troops 
to the Orange City Council Meeting.  She stated that it was a pleasure having them in 
attendance. 
 
Councilwoman asked that the troops to approach the podium and state their name, age, 
school, city & state, and desired careers as follows:  
 
Elijah Smith- 10 Years Old, Learning Tree School, Newark, New Jersey, Lawyer and 
Football Player 
 
Jonathan Laurore- 11 Year Old, Central Elementary School, Orange, New Jersey, 
Doctor 
 
Steven Mueler- 12 Years Old, St. Phillips Academy, East Orange, New Jersey, Writer 
 
Gregory Meyers- 14 Years Old, Columbia H.S., Maplewood, New Jersey, Technician 
 
Steven Elmore- 15 Years Old, (didn’t state name of school), South Orange, New Jersey, 
Business Owner 
 
Devin Coppoc- 16 Years Old, Columbia H.S., South Orange, New Jersey, Computer 
Engineer 
 
Maalik Watson- 9 Years Old, East Orange Community Charter School, East Orange, 
New Jersey, Lawyer  
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DeAndre Armstrong- Hayes- 9 Years Old, Lincoln Avenue School, Orange, New Jersey, 
Football Player and Lawyer 
 
Dwayne Elmore- 12 Years Old, (didn’t state name of school), South Orange, New 
Jersey, Financial Analyst 
 
Bruce Williams- 10 Years Old, Rosa Parks School (didn’t state city & state, school or 
desired career) 
 
Councilwoman Williams request that the Scout Masters and Den Mothers step up to the 
podium and introduce themselves as follows: 
 
Reginald Smith- Newark, New Jersey, Cub Master for Pack 4749 
 
David K. Armstrong- Orange, New Jersey, Webelos (4th & 5th graders) Leader of Troop 
4749 
 
Lois Meyers- Cub Den Leader  
 
Theresa Carpenter Muler- East Orange, New Jersey, Assistant Den Leader 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilman Morton 
 
Councilman Morton asked the Scout Master if an individual had to be a member of St. 
Matthew Church to become a scout? 
 
The Scout Master in response stated no, church membership is not a requirement to 
become a boy scout.  He stated that there are scout meetings held on Fridays at 7 pm 
and if an individual is interested in joining an application can be picked up at that time. 
 
Council President Marable stated that he had once been a scout.  He then recognized 
and commended both the leaders and adults, who volunteer their time and efforts to 
work closely with the boys, as it is an important work.  
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that she worked in scouting for many years and glad to see 
that it is still surviving with the help of great scout leaders, such as those of Troop 4749.  
 
Councilwoman Williams highlighted that her grandson is a part of Troop 4749.  She 
stated that the coldest day in January the scouts had a commitment to fulfill a badge 
and the report stated that all the scouts enjoyed themselves, and were very successful in 
their venture.  Councilwoman Williams stated that the scouts have gone on a number of 
outings to numerous locations, which exposed them to some of the finer things in life.  
She stated, even more so this exposure is coming out of Orange. 
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4) RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 
The resolutions and ordinances to be presented at tonight’s meeting are listed on the 
attached Regular Meeting Agenda. If any Council Member wishes to discuss any 
resolution or ordinance, it may be discussed at this time. 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated with respect to resolution 138-2010 of the bill list, page 12, 
Division: 191 Maintenance of Parks, which is $146, 055.80.  He asked what was done, as 
this is the Orange Reservoir property, in which we are looking to partner up with the 
County on. 
 
Mr. Mason in response that we received a target Hardening Grant through Homeland 
Security, by way of the Essex County Sheriff’s Department.  He stated that improvements 
were made by United Waters operating contract to secure the facility in nature.  He then 
stated that the Mellon Bank, which is United Water’s Bank, conveyed payment for to the 
improvements to their bank.  
 
Mr. Mason deferred to Director Arlene Kemp for details, regarding Councilman 
Corbitt’s inquiry. 
 
Councilman Corbitt was specifically inquiring as to whether or not this is the property 
that we were looking to partner with the County on. 
 
Director Kemp stated that the security grant allowed us to increase some security 
measures that were identified after 911.  She stated, after 911 the federal government and 
the state asked all the townships with water systems to do a report and talk about what 
security measures should be enacted in order to protect their water reserves better.  She 
stated that we were able to get the security money from Essex County and enact some of 
those security measures.  She stated that they were dispersed amongst the water system 
according to the report, as there was fencing done, locked wells and some additional 
security measure were put in place for our finished reservoir on Walker Road, and this is 
per the report done after 911, as these were considered some of our major problems.   
 
Councilman Corbitt commended Director Kemp on taking measures on securing the 
property because at one point, as witnessed by he and Council President Marable, it had 
been wide open for anyone to enter. 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated with respect to resolution 139-2010, are the nine laptop 
computers going in the cars. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated, no.  Mr. Mason stated that the laptops are for the Police 
Department itself.  They are to replace non-functioning computers and to provide those 
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 employees who are currently sharing a computer with their own computer.  Mr. Mason 
stated that these computers have been bought in bulk and are being paid for by the Police 
Forfeiture Fund, as there are no City budget funds directly involved in this purchase. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked if Mr. Mason if he had purchased a maintenance agreement 
with the computers. 
 
Mr. Mason responded, no not yet.  However, there is a guarantee that comes with that the 
computers, which states that we have limited warranty on site for extended years.  Mr. 
Mason stated that he would get additional information for Councilwoman Eason 
regarding this issue. 
 
Councilwoman Eason in response stated, is this just a warranty and/or a maintenance 
agreement. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that there is no maintenance agreement at the moment but we’ll utilize 
what we have and then look into whether or not it’s prudent to skip that.  He then stated, 
if they should break and are too costly to fix then we’ll replace them.  
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that she’s not in agreement because laptops are so delicate so  
it makes more sense to have a maintenance agreement, that way the laptops can be 
repaired by a professional, rather than replace them time and time again.   
 
Mr. Mason stated, we haven’t made that decision yet, as the laptops are currently under 
warranty, and at the point and time that the warranty is presumed to expire then we’ll 
certainly look at that.   
 
Councilwoman Eason stated, going forward, there should be a maintenance agreement 
along with all of the computers that are purchased, no matter who they’re purchased for. 
She stated that we have too many computers such as those in the police cars that don’t 
work because we’re not using experts to fix them. 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Perkins 
 
Councilwoman Perkins asked if these laptops were for inside the of the police cars or for 
individual use.  
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that they are for inside the police station. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins asked Mr. Mason if there was any particular reason that they 
were given the laptops, instead of the desktops.  She then asked how the laptops will be 
secured, to assure that they don’t leave the premises. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that all municipal assets are labeled and recorded in our 
schedule of assets and fixed assets. 
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Mr. Mason deferred to Police Director John Rappaport but he was not available at that 
moment.  However, in the interim Council President Marable recognized Councilman 
Morton. 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilman Morton 
 
Councilman Morton stated with respect to resolution 142- 2010, the winning bid won by 
default because the other bidder failed to sign a document.  Councilman Morton stated 
that this is nineteen thousand versus thirty-four thousand, which is a considerable 
amount of money and we could save by having a re-bid.     
 
Assistant City Attorney Louis Childress stated that there was a legal matter with the 
lower bidder’s paperwork and there were a number of documents that had not been 
completed, and that’s why he lost the bid.  Mr. Childress stated that Councilman Morton 
is correct, if there are some budgetary concerns, all bidders could be notified that we’re 
rejecting all bids because of financial reasons. 
 
Mr. Mason stated, in terms of certification of funds, this is a CDBG grant so there are no 
city funds involved.   
 
Councilman Morton stated that we should re-advertise this and save the money 
regardless as to where it’s coming from.  Councilman Morton stated that we should make 
rejecting bids a practice, as a way to re-advertise for new bids and save money, unless 
deemed absolutely necessary.   
 
Mr. Mason deferred to Deputy Planning Director Chris Mobley 
 
Mr. Childress stated that he wanted to make clear what his comments were as it relates to 
Councilman Morton’s concern with resolution 142-2010.  He stated, in rejecting the bid 
for financial reasons sometimes you have to demonstrate that it is for financial reasons.  
However, if the money is in the budget then you can’t just readily reject the bid for 
financial reasons.   
 
Council President Marable stated in response that this Council can vote no for any reason 
it chooses.   
 
Mr. Childress in response stated, absolutely. 
 
Council President Marable stated, if we choose not to pass this resolution where would it 
land us. 
 
Mr. Childress stated that we would then go back out for bid. 
 
Mr. Chris Mobley stated that the bidder’s paperwork was deficient but there was no 
determination made as to any predetermined amount. 
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Council President Marable recognized Director Rappaport  
 
Director Rappaport in response to Councilwoman Perkins inquiry as it relates police 
officers being given laptops, instead of the desktop computers and how will the laptops be 
secured.  Director Rappaport stated that he was advised by his technical support that 
laptops were the best way to go so that the officers weren’t confined to their desk. 
(response muffled, too close to microphone) and they can be used by more than one 
person.  He stated that they will be spread out as to get the most use from them. 
 

5) MOTION TO ADJOURN  
 
 The Scout entertained a Motion to adjourn. 
 
 MOTION: Corbitt   Voice Vote    SECOND: Perkins 
 
 
 ADJOURNMENT: 7:45 PM 
 
 
 
 

            
Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Edward B. Marable, Jr. 
Municipal Clerk     Council President 

 
 
 MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Passed on June 1, 2010 
  
 Conference & Regular Meeting on May 18, 2010 

 
Motion to Adopt: Corbitt     Second: Eason   

   
The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 
 
Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Morton, Perkins, Williams and Council President Marable  
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

 Absence: Abdul- Rasheed 
 

Council President Marable ruled the Motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and One Absence. 


	Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed    (West Ward) ____X____  Arrived@7:33PM
	Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt, V. Pres.       (At-Large) ____X____  _________
	Hon. Tency A. Eason       (North Ward) ____X____  _________Hon. Rayfield Morton     (At-Large) ____X____  _________Hon. Lisa Y. Perkins     (East Ward) ____X____  _________Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large) ____X____  ____________Hon. Edward B....
	Council President
	           ALSO PRESENT   Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk   ____X____  _________ Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                        _________                 ____X____
	Louis Childress, Jr., Assistant City Attorney ____X____  _________ John F. Mason, Business Administrator  ____X____  _________
	Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office   ____X____  _________
	Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Edward B. Marable, Jr.
	Municipal Clerk     Council President
	Motion to Adopt: Corbitt     Second: Eason
	The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed:
	Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Morton, Perkins, Williams and Council President Marable
	Nays: None
	Abstentions: None

